PRESS RELEASEB'1JULY 2008
Hampshire Fire and Rescue

iIssues horsebox safety warning

Hampshire Fire and Rscue Sewice would like to highlight the
importance of making regular checks of heeboxes and
trailers following a spat of serious incidents in the county
Firefighters rescued a B year old hose stuck by its off hind in
a horsebox last month. Contl Room operabrs received the
999 call and were alerted to a trapped 16.1 hand Irish drat
cross called Argyll. On arm@, crews requested the attendance
of an ambulance br the owner, who vas suffering fom serious
facial wounds sustained in an atémpt to rescue her hose. The
Animal Rescue Bam, suppoted by et Alix Jackson released
Argyll, cutting avay the wood and seel frame © extricate the
horse, which had 6 be heavily sedatd whilst trapped in the
horsebox.

In a similar recent incident, a N& Forest Pony’s leg dopped
through the floor of a hosebox - much o the distress of the
owner who witnessed the incident &m the \ehicle behind.

On Fiday, 11 July Hanpshire Fire and Rscue Serice was
called to an incident on the A303 when an Irish SpbHorse
punched its vay through two partitions of its horsebax. o
young ladies vere injured during the incident; one with a
broken hand and one with a suspeetd broken foot. The hose,
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standing 16.3 hands high, had become highly distressed wheno

its tail bandage had gbo caught. The ladies’ injuries were
sustained as a result of tying © assist the animal inside the
box.
A Fesian gelding also launched itself wer the parition of a
lorry at Fownhams Sevwices on the MZ recently. The hose
tumbled out though the back door of the &n onto the tarmac.
Again, in an atempt to calm the situation the drier sustained
a suspectd broken foot and the hoise had © be sedatd in
order to return it to the box.
Watch Manager Jim

- Green said: Ary
animal trapped in a

confined space
® presents a highly
ldangerous,
unpredictable
situation. This
type of incident
requires the
immediate attendance of a trained
animal rescue eam, working closely with a et who will assist
with chemical restraint, triage and d&krcare. Animals in
distress cause peopled rush in © help but this ma/ well lead
to serious pesonal injury as the recent incidents sha. We
would urge avners nat to enter any confned space with a
distressed hose."
Hampshire Fire and Rscue Sewice offers the following top tips
for horsebox sakty:

Always check that the floor of the ghicle is in good
condition.

If your lorry or trailer has a woden floor check it regularly
for signs of otting or danp patches.

Make sure your lorry or trailer is regularly sericed, including
a thorough check on the braks.

Powver-wash the outside and undeside regularly especially
after use.

Make sure the lights and indicadrs are working correctly
Occasionally remwe floor matting or bedding, paer-wash
inside and allav to dry thoroughly bebre replacing.
Regularly check the tyresdr signs of vear and ensure that
tyre pressures are correct.

Never use a single axle trailerd tow a horse.

Ensure the bwing hitch is the correct heightdr the trailer
and that the trailer can be bwed level, to prevent uneven
tyre wear.

Always carty a fully charged mobile phone withoy - even on
short journeys.

Make sure you carry the emergency helpline numbeof your
breakdown/recovery conpany, vet and insurance conpany.
Make sure that the combined wight of your horse and
trailer does nd exceed the saé towing limit for your ehicle
- if in doubt, check with gur wehicle and/or trailer
manufacturer.

Drive smoahly and thoughtfully avoiding sudden braking
and jelky manoeuvres - gur horse cannd see where it is
going and is therebre unable b prepare itself br sudden
movements.

Contmol your speed and obseve the speed limits br your
vehicle.

Always load a single hage on the right and if possible treel
two horses together.

Ensure hoses/ponies wear travel
protection.

Check the inegrity of the inside 6 remove
the chances of a hose becoming injured.

On journgss take a passenger who can

assist in the event of an incident.

Think about installing safety devices in HAMPSHIRE
trailers, such as the TUI Bar, toremove the  FIRE AND
need for anyone to enter the box if a RESCUE
horse goes over the breast bar. SERVICE



